
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: “Fractured Wholeness” is the name of our current sermon series for Lent. The mural being 
painted in the hallway in front of the sanctuary, the art pieces and the quilt are all part of the Lenten journey 
we are taking together. Today’s theme, “Open” is the second sermon in the series.  You will find the order of 
worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
    9:00  a.m.  Traditional Worship
   10:05 a.m.  Sunday School
   11:05 a.m.  Contemporary Worship 
     5:00 p.m.  Youth
        Growth Groups
        Kids for Christ
     7:30 p.m.  College Ministry
     
Monday:
     7:00 p.m.   Boy Scouts

In Depth:  Each week, the pages of the In Action will contain updates, news and other information about 
Aldersgate’s music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the 
Mission Field. (The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of 
God outside of the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie 
Elementary, Our Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

This Week: Upcoming Events:
Tuesday:
     9:30 a.m.  Quilting Class
     6:00 p.m.  Jubilee Ringers
     7:00 p.m.  Quilting Class

Wednesday: 
     2:00 p.m.  Growth Groups
     6:30 p.m.  Growth Groups
     7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir

Connections: Sign Up To Join First Impressions!
   Now is the time  you have all been waiting for … First Impressions 
Sign-Ups! If you can believe it, our First Impression Team is about to 
finish their first year of service. Now it is your turn to join the team. 
If you enjoy meeting new people, and have a desire to help folks get 
connected to the life of the church, then this is the team for you. As 
with most ministries, I think you will find yourself just as blessed 
as those you are serving. Over the past year, I have witnessed first 
impressions team members become more connected to other folks 
in the church, particularly to those people who attend a different 
service than they do. If this piques your interest, grab the insert 
in your In Action and sign up to join the team! You will serve once 
every seven weeks, for one year. There is a brief training session 
that you are required to attend, but don’t worry, we will feed you! 
Plus, you will get a handy name badge like the one pictured! If you 
have any questions, please do not hesitate to bring them my way! I 
look forward to hearing from you! You can e-mail me at jessica@

aldersgateabilene.org or call me at (210) 849-9122. — Jessica Watson

March 24-26: 
        Holy Week Services 
March 27:
        Easter Sunday
April 6:
        Aldersgate Alive



Softball: Starting a Coed Team!

Aldersgate Alive: Stepping Out of the Pew   
    Only six weeks until our “stepping out of the pew” event for every Aldersgate member. Mark your 
calendars for Sunday, April 3, 2016 at 9:30 a.m., and watch for an informational brochure to follow soon! 

 This spring, Aldersgate is 
continuing our Men’s Softball 
Team. We have had several 
women express interest in 
playing so we will start a second 
coed team, as well. Participants 
must be finished with high 
school or at least 18 years 
old. Games will be played on 
Monday nights. The cost is $50, 
which includes team and player 
dues, a jersey and practice field 
costs. The number of teams that 

sign up will determine the number of games. We are estimating about 10 games and then playoffs. 
     If you would like to be a part of the team, please grab a contract from the Welcome Center and fill it out. 
Return the contract and your entry fee to Scott Findley or Daniel Mathis by next Sunday, February 28. 
    Also available at the Welcome Center are extra shirts for fans, or if you just want a comfortable shirt with 
the Aldersgate logo. The cost per shirt is $20.
   This is another fun way in which our community here at Aldersgate can grow closer in relationship 
with one another. Contact Scott Findley at 325-370-2502 or Daniel Mathis at 325-370-5223 for more 
information. — Daniel Mathis



Fractured Wholeness: 
Open

2 Corinthians 12:1-10
Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

Try Not. Do or Do Not. Do Something.

Trouble in Corinth

A Theology of Weakness

Body and Soul

The Lenten Journey



Fractured Wholeness: Open
Growth Group Questions 
Week 6: February 21-27

1. In addition to the Bible, where do you find sources of wisdom? Is there a particular 
    motto or slogan (from the Bible or elsewhere) to which you turn for encouragement as 
    you live your daily life?

2. Pastor Amy quoted John Wesley as saying, “Do all the good you can. By all the means 
    you can. In all the ways you can. In all the places you can. At all the times you can. 
    To all the people you can. As long as ever you can.” What do you think he meant by 
    this? What are some examples, practically speaking? Can you identify areas in your life 
    in which you can do more good?

3. Is there anything that you heard in the sermon,  “Fractured Wholeness: Open,” that 
    you want to be sure to discuss with your group?

4. The Corinthians were arguing about Paul’s credibility. Paul bases his credibility on the 
    grace of God at work in him. On what do you base your credibility?

5. Pastor Amy said that Paul’s writings include many references to human powerlessness. 
    Read the passage on which the sermon was based (2 Corinthians 2:1-10) along with 
    I Corinthians 1:18-31 and Romans 8:18-30. Taken together, what do these passages 
    reveal about the connection between human weakness and divine power?



Growth Group Questions Continued

6. John Wesley spoke of prevenient grace as God’s grace that is at work before we even 
    know that grace exists. Looking back on your life, can you identify an example of when 
    prevenient grace was a work, even if you might not have recognized it at the time? Could 
    you share about this experience with your Growth Group?

7. What does it means for you, personally, to remain open to receiving the grace of God in 
     your life? What have you learned that you might need to unlearn that could interfere with 
    your openness to God’s grace?

8. What connection do you make between your body and your soul? When you neglect the 
    needs of your body, how does your soul feel?

9. Have you adopted a Lenten practice this year? If so, please consider sharing about your 
    experience with your group. Are you learning anything about your human limitations and 
    your need for Grace? If you have not adopted a Lenten practice, would you consider doing 
   so? If so, how might your Growth Group be of assistance?



UMW: We Are Accepting Your Rummage Sale Items Now!
   We have begun working on the Annual 
Rummage Sale! Aldersgate’s Annual Rummage 
Sale will start Wednesday, September 28, at 
5:00 p.m. and will continue through Saturday, 
October 1 at noon. If you are thinking about 
spring cleaning, consider donating your 
“gently” used items to the rummage sale. Your 
donations are what make this sale possible. 
We are able to give thousands of dollars to 
our local congregation, missions, and other 
charitable organizations because of this sale, 
so please consider donating. 
     Donating is easy to do. You may stop by the 
church office to pick up a key for one of the 

storage buildings any time during office hours Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to noon, and Monday 
through Thursday, 1:00  to 5:00 p.m.  Place your items in the building, return the key and you are done.  If 
you are unable to pick up a key during church office hours, we have a plan just for you. You may call me at 
(325)701-4652 or (325)725-0517, and  I will be glad to arrange a time to meet you at one of the buildings. 
Thank you in advance for your help! — Katrina Robinson

Children’s Ministry: Vacation Bible School
   Vacation Bible School is a wonderful, fun way for the kids to learn about Jesus and have a positive time 
at church. It is normally a week-long event that requires a lot of financial and volunteer resources to be 
a success. This year, we are going to try a little change in our children’s ministry. We are going to stretch 
those resources a little further to include both VBS and other events throughout the year. We are going to 
shorten VBS to two days and add several other parent/kid events throughout the year. Some of the reasons 
for this are to help foster relationships 
in the church with other parents and 
kids, provide opportunities for parents 
to have meaningful, bonding times with 
their kids and provide ways for parents 
and kids to serve together. Ideally, I 
would like teams of four or five parents 
to help plan each event, so if you have 
ideas or want to be sure to be included 
in the planning, please e-mail me at 
children@aldersgateabilene.org to let 
me know. I am looking forward to a year 
of new ideas and great memories! 
                                         — Alayna Brooks



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts 

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Alice Shaw
Alice Alcala

Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Millie Speed
Sarah Doucette
Delmon Wilson
Billie Langston

Presence                           2.14.2016

Budget for 2016 = $777,000
Received This Week = $12,178.00
Received This Month-to-Date = $33,010.21
Received Year-to-Date = $101,303.50
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $7,411.24

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

In Depth: Sunday School classes are offered at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. 
To learn more about Adult Sunday School classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz 
at 672-7893 or send an e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org.

Quilt Sewing Classes are being held on Tuesday, February 23 at 9:30 a.m. 
and at 7:00 p.m. in the Library. Bring your sewing machine with thread and 
bobbin if you have one, if not, please come anyway. We will be working on our 
Aldersgate quilt.

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 235
               11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 179
                          Total Worship Service Attendance = 414
                                            unday School = 197



by Pastor Steve 
In the Word: Self -Denial              

   If any want to become my followers, let them 
deny themselves, take up their cross and follow 
me.   Mark 8:34

   In 2016, we are reading through 
the Bible together using the Bible 
Project reading plan that includes 
introduction videos for each book 
of the Bible and daily readings. 
They have the Bible divided into 16 
sections or chapters, all designed 
to help you get a feel for the Bible, 
Old and New Testaments, as one 
long story from creation to Christ’s 
ultimate return. We will publish the 
daily readings in the In Action each 
week. You also may find them at 
ht t p: //t hebibleprojec t .t u mbl r.
com/readscripture along with the 
suggested videos. The videos are 
available on the website or you can 
have them sent to your e-mail inbox 
as they come up in the cycle. There 
is also an app for your smart phones.   
  Tim Mackie, one of the founders  
of the Bible Project, says, “We want 
to help you learn how to read the 
Bible as you actually read through 
the entire thing for yourself.” Let’s 
begin this journey through the bible 
together. Grace and Peace, 
—Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

21 Feb: Numbers 35-36, Psalm 52
22 Feb: Deuteronomy 1-3, Psalm 53, 
              Video: Deuteronomy 
23 Feb: Deuteronomy 4-6, Psalm 54
24 Feb: Deuteronomy 7-9, Psalm 55
25 Feb: Deuteronomy 10-12, Psalm 56
26 Feb: Deuteronomy 13-14, Psalm 57
27 Feb: Deuteronomy 15-16, Psalm 58

  Daily Readings

How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

  Wednesday evenings usually go like this for 
me… I leave the church around 5:15 p.m. and head home to eat a 
quick supper that Alayna has prepared before arriving at Growth 
Group at 6:30 p.m. This past Wednesday, we were having beans and 
they did not get done. Not to worry, Whataburger is right down the 
street. We ordered, and I found myself standing in front of the drink 
fountain feeling sorry for myself. You see, I have given up carbonated 
and sugary beverages for Lent. I dug deep (do y’all know how much I 
love Dr. Pepper?), and got unsweet tea. I got to growth group and our 
delightful host, Jane Street, offered me some of her amazing sweet tea. 
I felt sorry for myself again! Jane saw right through me. She said with 
a grin, “So, are you swearing off my tea for Lent?” and she graciously 
gave me a bottle of water.     
    Why in the world would we give up something that we really like, 
is readily available to us, and in moderation not bad for us? Certainly, 
Jesus expected us to fast (Matthew 6:16). Throughout most of 
Christian history, fasting has been seen as important part of taking up 
our crosses and following Jesus. At the same time, it has been grossly 
abused with people literally fasting themselves to death. On the other 
hand, it has been utterly ignored in the Protestant west. However, 
our Methodist movement was birthed and thrived through men and 
women who took a serious and balanced approach to fasting.
     At the end of the day, fasting and self-denial is a spiritual practice 
that helps us build margin in our lives for that which God is longing 
to give. The fact of the matter is, we fill ourselves with that which is 
easy and accessible often at the expense of the gifts that God is trying 
to offer and give us. We are so full of, focused on, and distracted by 
earthly things that we easily turn aside the heavenly.  When I fast and 
then feel sorry for myself, the spiritual practice becomes a trigger and 
reminder in my soul that God has something better for me if I will 
just give God the space to show me. What could you give up in order 
to give God more space to work in your life?    
     Some good books on the spiritual practice of self-denial and fasting 
are: Celebration of Discipline ch. 4 by Richard Foster, Devotional 
Life in the Wesleyan Tradition ch. 5 by Steve Harper, Fasting by Scot 
McKnight.   


